
  

April 11, 2024 
 

 
 

We take ZIP codes for granted as a mechanism to get our mail 
from one place to another more efficiently. What started as five 
numbers to remember later became nine for presumably better 
service. Recently, I learned that a ZIP code can say quite a bit 
about you, and even predict how long you will live! 
 
Social scientists now use ZIP codes to recognize how where 
you live predicts and/or influences your education options, 
income, housing costs, food insecurity, personal and property 
crime rates and much more. Living in one ZIP code versus the 
neighboring one in another city means that you are likely to live 
10 fewer years! Seems to me that this would be good to know 
before buying a new home. 
 

Some Vincentians tell me that “there isn’t much poverty where I live.” This may be somewhat true, 
although if you squint... 

Read More 

 

Yours in Christ,  
Dave Barringer 

 

UPCOMING WEBINARS & EVENTS 
 

Tuesday, April 16 • 10 AM CENTRAL 
• Financial Literacy / Microloans Affinity Group 

 
Tuesday, April 16 • 2 PM CENTRAL 

• Housing (Brick & Mortar) Affinity Group 
 
Friday, April 19 • 10 AM CENTRAL 

https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtSj3bgRp_QxdZPbUzUCSlriAiGyIk5hAz7IIPMKwLFdR9IHuCFnk3WzPZiPAOjBwHYXCtc5kI97l-nMqufld0TEj3oECzkjjH78ovTLimWjW-dSOKcov_vvqhooGdaev7AiFL-lopWuzMqds6UyIoSQp1IZvSHjhUWKg0dBbytJn&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6emF-B2YkJdgDTPgwE7DTUkM39KrHR_1KXYrTsWeevp4r9Kc6oO-Y0cSVt4PqeFkR4HLQUXRHi_kruXdw7a5PXL2MkD2dbNbFIPxeC36oAoT9sYx96vXSYPHZ0JSUgzqxnphCyRQ4JCDDKCbZunnULQw8PGxkAYCsKm&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6emCzWpYKEYwieqG4F-aBIr9mJ3OgSboFLqSLcHGArg5ErAv984xJtS5HaJ1odD3RuRnfN7Ey4jjrDhdCk-uBlRwHE5m5PtlprvnMlf6KNmXmF3tN7RsP3JSrm8Y5NOq6PljxPMJp_3gW7Sok-cYF5djVCHrgFOLfvS&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==


• Reentry/Prison Ministry Affinity Group 
 
Friday, April 19 • 2 PM CENTRAL 

• Workforce Development / Back2Work Affinity Group 
 
Tuesday, April 23 • 1 PM CENTRAL  

• Webinar: Systemic Change Grant Q&A 
 
Wednesday, April 24 • 6:30 PM CENTRAL 

• Webinar: Servant Leadership & Our Vocation This workshop focuses on the core 
spirituality of Servant Leadership in the model given to us by Christ and exemplified 
by Frédéric and Vincent. You'll learn how deeply embedded servant leadership is in 
our traditions, and the many opportunities for all of us to seek out, and to serve as 
leaders. 

 
To view the complete calendar, click here.  

 

GIVING MATTERS 
 

The WHY Behind What We Do 
By Ryan Carney, Chief Advancement Officer  
 
When I was starting in fundraising, I would often share with a donor the long list of services SVdP 
provided. I focused on what we do, not why we do it. This video by Simon Sinek changed how I 
fundraise. It helped me elevate the conversation by focusing on our core purpose. This approach 
helped me close the enthusiasm gap by connecting deeply with donors’ values and motivations, 
and creating a compelling reason to support the cause. By building stronger, more meaningful 
conversations, more money was raised.   

 

VISION SVdP UPDATES 
 

VisionSVdP is a synodal listening process that will take place over two years. We ask that you use 
this prayer at all Vincentian meetings to help guide our conversations.  

 

The VisionSVdP Prayer 
Come, Holy Spirit, open our eyes, 
our hearts, and our imaginations to 
Your inspiration as we embark on 
our VisionSVdP journey and seek to 
discern the Father’s holy will for the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul and 
how it will adapt to a changing 
world. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, transform our 
doubts, ignite our zeal. Help us 
discern new and innovative ways to 
bring more people into the joy of 

 
Oración de la VisiónSVdP 
Ven, Espíritu Santo, abre nuestros ojos, 
nuestros corazones y nuestra imaginación a 
Tu inspiración Divina mientras nos 
embarcamos en nuestro viaje hacia la 
VisiónSVdP y lograr discernir en la santa 
voluntad del Padre, en cómo se adaptará la 
Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl a un 
mundo cambiante. 
 
Ven, Espíritu Santo, transforma nuestras 
dudas, ilumina nuestro fervor. Ayúdanos a 
discernir con formas nuevas e innovadoras 
de llevar a más personas a la alegría del 

https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6emQEiEW8sbJaSf5Ahd3LVcTsbKtDFiakDYQnJMHOWy_FvSSndft-xO1hH261JvCjcokV1KIS45onqDaq2KbXkZc2iZteD10wa7a1Y7er2spEbKEyNCoUQw64JPUykaN0066Ly1uV9axRsyAW426rW8d0Fm164jIJsQ&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6em_cvfQCE5gf5sBTVHjDNoE6c7Xz2OW3aSttp3goM9YbIL1-qvDSeciwd3zvjx0Xe7_dBw4rhWpumiDoMof0WUXowswO639hOH1YyUPj82wVE5bwzyvkMGSe1YWrG7yuSDKaqA4AdYvmJzu44UeBw5ibbi9DODjUGB&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtSj3bgRp_Qxd3AbdvNC5dv5LQEnaAov91kWUw8ORepg5cIyFmJKhk933QzhWhSaFpFiRkh2rcV_L7saRtR-NEbaw9pns_kgtrklCV_uFCA197FFXYlZR9yAwXi7hMwY92uK3875c6SgGNcdwhIqjsnSeATnJIFErGM3BwKZLDMzn&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtduzfKrR2OxGH3RZ0BOg8-fm9YTzv86_ZuEVJlk8TR0vnZ9Jxq3PKduAn6zWfbH1QemPu4PMMde21Rs52w2ciS5sFeH8YClXLKmhRd_-UdPkww3wLpBXOiZXyh_Nzm4OlrS-qCWAX_DA6YbP0ADjhzdTTKALqIl-fduPulnxw6Tk&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbT_w2RtP9FpkdfTWYfzHJU12_3NNRv_uFScpfUCFL6K2LuUbLWVxePW7vByMRR3Ig0eDY6ecFD7OcR8uYaqmA6rrD57WgUPWdv6XUTn4Jt60L2lTr1IdO9IRvuKzNnxng==&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtSj3bgRp_Qxdi5HHtctl4gREJEKe_E_b85vRbwTlalg-pDx039WxkUhh5_PDlrD2cN85cEpCF2gnGSNW7Ypd3YlAFZ4lB7q8dMavUOvsW5oXHQyejG8HXrLCWlWlb563qBmRrN5bSK44X6F9UOF5dK9aKJB5iZC6xToyt5kJWE96ico-wAD_ekY=&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtSj3bgRp_Qxdi5HHtctl4gREJEKe_E_b85vRbwTlalg-pDx039WxkUhh5_PDlrD2cN85cEpCF2gnGSNW7Ypd3YlAFZ4lB7q8dMavUOvsW5oXHQyejG8HXrLCWlWlb563qBmRrN5bSK44X6F9UOF5dK9aKJB5iZC6xToyt5kJWE96ico-wAD_ekY=&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==


service in the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, grant us the 
simplicity to share honestly with 
each other, the humility to serve a 
mission greater than ourselves, and 
the gentleness to listen to each 
other without judgment. 
 
Amen 

 

servicio en la Sociedad de San Vicente de 
Paúl. 
 
Ven, Espíritu Santo, concédenos la sencillez 
de compartir honestamente los unos con los 
otros; la humildad para servir a una misión 
más grande que nosotros mismos; y la gracia 
de escucharnos unos a otros sin juzgarnos. 
 
Amén 

 

 

You will be hearing much about VisionSVdP over the next two plus years; this is one of the most 
important and impactful things we have undertaken as a Society in the last 25 years. And it will take 
the commitment, dedication, and full participation of every Vincentian at every level of the Society to 
make sure that the work we do will enable us to adapt to a changing world and ensure that our work 
and our relevance in supporting His people in need and growing in our own holiness and spirituality 
will continue for generations to come. Click to read more. 

 

NATIONAL COUNCIL UPDATES 
 

 
 

2024 National Assembly 
Call for Presentations! Have a workshop or best practice 
that you’d like to share with the Society at the upcoming 
Phoenix National Assembly? We’d like to hear from you. 
Review the Guide to Submitting a 
Workshop or complete the online form here. 

 
National Council Seeks New Chief Executive Officer 
The National Council is searching for a new CEO. Click here for full job description and application 
information. 
 
National Council Job Openings 
It's a busy time at the National Council office, with several open positions now posted. We're 
seeking qualified candidates for the following roles: 

• Executive Administrative Associate 
• Director of Program and Strategic Development 

 
Complete job descriptions and application information are available on our website.  

 

DISASTER SERVICES UPDATES 
 

In Tragedy, Homes Represent Hope 
In March of 2023, devastating tornadoes hit the town of Rolling Fork, MS. In the wake of a natural 
disaster, families living in poverty are often the most impacted, with fewer resources to rely upon.  
  

https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6emHYWsaH3UZ2vq0HbArG8J022t8gEn8tn7UkZuXgOs3zgJPWvIkg4Rlwq-wiKQI0uYXc53ux52QgBfl2ZF8QTKFLR0n8gXqLIcARbQiPygV8R-23RrxzVoWNMaeyDfkGoq_m0bDnNrzak=&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6em6QqGZ7OrNA8_L5t0Ri-EqLj5NMGWdxU5oEGrnFXFKiu1JyiC7RaQ7mtyh8OtDXLaWE05T8y93TOn7yBs6jFuImhd8pTn0CtIqktdPrMPyd6x8F_cFfAbHWNm8w5KUtvX9_wuYkceM7kGKblJTnQXBqD3n2nuCO-5mhtKrt2PCtGTl-pYO6Z9EoG9_j8PoZ4y&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6em6QqGZ7OrNA8_L5t0Ri-EqLj5NMGWdxU5oEGrnFXFKiu1JyiC7RaQ7mtyh8OtDXLaWE05T8y93TOn7yBs6jFuImhd8pTn0CtIqktdPrMPyd6x8F_cFfAbHWNm8w5KUtvX9_wuYkceM7kGKblJTnQXBqD3n2nuCO-5mhtKrt2PCtGTl-pYO6Z9EoG9_j8PoZ4y&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6emS6DtesVRg3-HAwqqWhVoSf-puzQlHiojOOGiOlIg5cFbL8BIiuG8cwpEcfaLboJqkRg6uLBGW96NbcAxSM0k43cZ6vcTcIXEh1o6lbFDIyp5weXyEZKBJow0KvI7reMQb5QdTwQWjp3QLom-Xv4va3ubXjJxps-s&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtRzVB6X0yZfQecRazsUZ_IW8sdMSaYW8xL5KeDLFXRj5oSHGCxfHTqPCsHr-NjYbdo4HSUZjdCo6udy3UqtwIrKG7jb5_6jcHgq6vblPOgIUfQzxs5imNroB0HrqK9OEwTw-6DyPEY7csR_cP61oH6HGN65DoQ8pH7ajtTrvVeHB7McMS7Ot-4o=&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtdYIxcXUi4E0UidhGGjOUavQXLz0Vanw3SAEdMC3BWPg8TJwvNai5caElNLCu98ea0-3HP9eR9DElzYGpE9zcVuHi1i2-sY27Nw0ETasf2pi9ZRxTbi_CfgKKsHnk-IvpucdJKZjF1V5&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==


According to Elizabeth Disco-Shearer, CEO of SVdP USA Disaster Services Corporation (DSC), 
disasters often hit hardest those who are already marginalized, rural, or low-income... Read more 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

Q: I am bothered by something that happens at our Conference meetings fairly regularly. We 
have a lot of parishioners who have shown interest in the Society, and it is pretty common to 
find one or two new faces at most of our meetings. During the meeting, they are allowed to 
vote on issues just like everyone else. Our President says he wants them to feel welcome 
and part of the group. Is this a good practice? 
 
A: The answer is “no.” We welcome new people to be part of the Society, but there is a process to 
follow. In the current version of the Rule/Manual of the Society, there is a promoted procedure for 
bringing new members into the Society. This procedure includes introduction, training, active 
participation in works, discernment by the candidate, and ultimate approval by the Conference. This 
process works and should not be short cut in order to bring more people into the Society. The 
decisions of Conferences are to be made by Active (Full) Members only, usually by consensus. 
 
Q: Our Conference has just approved a set of bylaws. Now that they are approved, what is 
the next step? 
 
A: The bylaws you approved must correspond to the newly revised bylaws for Conferences 
approved by the National Council. Be sure that you have a record of the approval and copy of the 
bylaws in your Conference minutes. Next, send a copy of the bylaws through the organization chart 
to District and Diocesan Councils for their approval, recording, and filing. The District and Diocesan 
Councils should also record their approvals in their minutes. 
 
To view this week's Q&A, including the Spanish Translation, click here. Find the 
full Q&A Index here, and visit the SVdP Thrift Store website for stores-related Q&As. 
  
Submit your questions to Pam Hudson Johnson at phudson@svdpusa.org 		 

 

POVERTY PROGRAMS UPDATES 
 

Systemic Change 2024 Grant Program 
Systemic Change is a core value of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Systemic Change works to 
remove the conditions that hold poverty in place. The ideal Systemic Change program uses 
Vincentian knowledge, and validation from people in need, to design programs that have wide scale 
and sustained impact on a community. The National Council will make one-year grants of up to 
$20,000 to support Systemic Change projects at Councils or Conferences. 
 
We will be holding an informational webinar to answer your Systemic Change Grant questions 
on Tuesday, April 23 at 1:00pm Central Time. Register for the webinar here. 
 
Grant Timeline: 

April 23 - Systemic Change Grant Webinar | 1pm CST 
June 14 - Grant Applications Due  
July 26 - Grant Scoring and Reviews Completed 

https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtbCTShXYE6emoZVv8_OCiguEsAJxn3yEby1x0c_KdM5CZRXncpbHW7FZLdGk8yYqY7FVpgp9wH7Cb63ZJow054bUvX0zUappVBxgP5fV7VlBRFxFUSrrrO225VRDakfpwfa-7Dib9R2EetxrLGtWyjBmumIVq5wnnA==&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtSj3bgRp_QxdqyPNG11OLAhAJ9oKTOQ_NLxmFLY3jea4jGmYqWL31fnP4nI-JqEis7916zB1mkihWjncFL1D7yZBvIOd2D1RNnFUCbyLDqyQbf3SUPtQKf7pdjuOCMSx4rcIOOiENsODm35oSvIwSR1t311Xw_tXbg==&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://4gg4umdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iDacEiK8v2Xau1WJIdSaetveS-p23ep7_jHGdl_JV4g7Dich4_INtem_QFA-GPRXHB9M_TPUzNBEH_9ciZjY3PhSu5EmNpeBSxAzKtuOvdXUqXEkB1cjMv9PDMLcuaIs4MW_vxHTI1Ku88SiEG2cRTBl_Noj2nWxU5CfNVuCYC8-l4ykwsLHcRntx8BtpuxdRd3m1FGZz5BUl6wA46EEFECJYFklxpRJsl_qUgl8sgH1zVdm3olCMrZgM7QEkIr0&c=c1i4zirkTJgkzEJfG7BUjcVi1Uw5DDAHe-V_NWmZsuxQ8xXJdZN_Dw==&ch=cMTIRG_46ogq4JlYGMmXanek7Q4LjUbGKRs6CCf-MMjrjjz7HruPJw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011GFAc5BJlHAyRxoIfuJiSuETwPQttvp9hWG7ED8SEbbUql931hyrDUn5Nj7Li2mA0FlhYNT8W4kIV7GAj1X_0jvCle0JbKW4uog3eJMzsvGMg8Tyo4Wo2Hqtd_CvWJei2vPtDnWmzWx8q56QpXmkwbMoajhuKesR&c=iI96vj1-Ko_1bR3b3w1EdPaiQe6b9mgSJWlZcRwa9HsiDDe8qlP29A==&ch=K9QVW73xR8uVPfn4-SwbaTCtM2JM2wBkDGMKdQpDdvMxCj76q8rKhQ==
mailto:pjohnson@svdpusa.org
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August 2 - Winners Announced 
February 14, 2025 - Mid-Year Report Due 
July 11, 2025 - Final Report Due 

 
Find the grant application form, criteria, and more details on our website here.  
 
Poverty Programs Affinity Group Kick-Off Meetings 
National committees have been realigned to foster greater communications and remove barriers 
that discourage program effectiveness. Some committees, like Voice of the Poor, have a new name 
– Voice for the Poor.   
 
Many task forces have now become Affinity Groups. These new groups will carry on many of the 
functions of their prior task forces, like encouraging program growth and developing best practices 
and programmatic excellence. 
 
Affinity groups increase participation to a wider audience of Councils and Conferences, not limiting 
it to those serving on the task force. If your Council or Conference has one of the following 
programs, is thinking about starting a program, or you just want to learn more about a subject area, 
please join us for the following kick-off meetings: 
 

• Financial Literacy / Microloans – April 16 | 11am EST 
• Housing (Brick & Mortar) – April 16 | 3pm EST 
• Reentry/Prison Ministry – April 19 | 11am EST 
• Workforce Development / Back2Work – April 19 | 3pm EST 
• Getting Ahead – Join the next Practitioner Call May 20th – Link coming soon 

 
If you are not able to attend, please register and we will send out the recording within a week. This 
helps us to determine future interest. 
 
Getting Ahead Webinar Training Spring/Summer 2024 
Conferences and Councils across the county are running Getting Ahead in a Just-Getting-By World, 
a comprehensive program that empowers individuals to build their own personal plans for economic 
security and create Systemic Change. The online Facilitator Training Webinars will equip you with 
all the knowledge and resources to start a Getting Ahead program in your area or get involved with 
an existing program. 
 
Training will consist of two sessions, running three hours each, on Wednesday, May 1 and 8 from 
10:30AM – 1:30PM Central. Registration will close Tuesday, April 23 at 12:00 PM Central. Reading 
and session expectations will be emailed once your registration is approved. Register Here 
 
Getting Ahead in a Just-Gettin’-By World is a licensed work of aha! Process, Inc. The National 
Council of the U.S., Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a licensed provider of facilitator training for the 
Getting Ahead program.         
 
Questions Regarding Poverty Programs?  
Contact Steve Uram, National Director of Poverty Programs 
(314) 576-3993 ext. 207 
suram@svdpusa.org 
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NATIONAL PARTNER SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
 

Servware is Vincentian-developed client tracking 
software, customized for SVdP Councils, District 
Councils, and Conferences. The software is low cost, 
easy to learn and use, provides 21st Century 
technology, and is customizable to meet any 

Vincentian needs. The system reduces client fraud, as it tracks all visits, disbursements, and other 
activities a client experiences within your Council or Conference. For more information, 
please email Mark Stine or visit www.servware.org.   

 

GOVERNANCE UPDATES 
 

How to Avoid Confusion With Clear Communication 
Good communication is a part of good governance. This week we offer an article by Michael S. 
Hyatt titled “How to Avoid Confusion with Clear Communication.” Mr. Hyatt is an author, podcaster, 
blogger, speaker and founder of Michael Hyatt & Company, a leadership development firm. We 
think it will be worth a few minutes of your time to acquaint yourself with his tips on communicating 
clearly. Click here to read his article. 
 
2024 Conference Hard Copy Report Forms Now Available 
2024 Conference annual and quarterly hard copy report forms in both English and Spanish are now 
available on the national website. Click here. 
 
Questions Regarding Governance and Membership Services?  
Contact Pam Hudson Johnson, National Director of Governance & Membership Services 
(314) 576-3993 ext. 214 or email phudson@svdpusa.org 

 

FORMATION AND SPIRITUALITY UPDATES 
 

Formation Video Library 
• Fred Talks — Spirituality & 

Heritage in small doses 
• Servant Leadership — 

Recorded Workshops 
• Spirituality & Formation 
• Vincentian Heritage & 

History 
 

 

Formation Resources Quick Reference 
• Reflections for Conference 

meetings  
• Contemplations for individuals 
• Resources for Formation Teams 

and for Members 
• Materials Store to purchase 

books 
 

Questions Regarding Spirituality and Formation?  
Contact Tim Williams, National Vincentian Formation Director 
(314) 576-3993 ext. 207 
twilliams@svdpusa.org 

 

STORES CORNER 
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3 Ways to Build a Dream Team and Keep Rockstar Employees 
By Brooke Trick-Senior, Director of Retail Operations 
North Central Region – District Council of Madison 
 
Hiring and retention are hurdles for many organizations as we navigate this modern work 
environment. Businesses are becoming more creative in how they hire and retain employees. 
Employees’ views and expectations of the work environment are shifting. Burnout and 
dissatisfaction at work are high. As employers, we need to change course to a more people-centric 
work culture. 
 
Here are three ways to keep your employees engaged, increase morale and improve loyalty while 
adding to your bottom line.... Read More 
 
If you have a topic that you would like addressed in a future Stores Corner article, please e-
mail Jeff Beamguard, Director of Stores Support. 

 

VINCENTIAN PRAYER LIST 
 

Are you or another Vincentian in need of prayers from fellow SVdP members? Send the prayer 
intention to Pam Hudson Johnson at phudson@svdpusa.org and we will add the name to 
the Vincentian Prayer List. Thank you and God Bless. 

 

SOME VINCENTIANS AREN'T GETTING THE E-GAZETTE! 
 

To subscribe to the e-Gazette, click here. 
If you removed your email address from our system or designated "Do Not Mail," your email 
address cannot be re-added by National Council office. Click here to resume receiving the e-
Gazette. 

 

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
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