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Prayer to Help Us Build Communities 
in God’s Vision of Justice

Holy Spirit, We praise and thank you!

You anoint us to
bring glad tidings to the poor;
proclaim liberty to captives;
recover sight for the blind;
free the oppressed; and 
build communities in keeping with God's vision of justice.

Show us how to be 
light of the world; 
salt of the earth;
seeds that sprout love; and 
leaven that infuses humanity with the desire to promote human dignity and solidarity.

Help us to listen so that those in poverty can lead our efforts to 
proclaim a more hopeful vision;
liberate captives from injustice;
heal the blindness of the powerful;
free us all from self-centeredness; and 
build community to overcome poverty.

Amen.

US Conference of Catholic Bishops 2017



From Part 1, Section 7 of the Rule of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
RELATIONSHIP WITH CIVIL SOCIETY – WORK FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Why Take Social Justice Positions?

7.3 Vision of the future
The Society’s vision goes beyond the immediate future, looking towards sustainable
development and protection of the environment for the benefit of future generations.

7.4 The practical Vincentian approach to social justice
The distinctive approach of Vincentians to issues of social justice is to see them from the
perspective of those we visit who suffer from injustice.

7.6 Facing the structures of sin
Where injustice, inequality, poverty or exclusion are due to unjust economic, political or
social structures or to inadequate or unjust legislation, the Society should speak out clearly
against the situation, always with charity, with the aim of contributing to and demanding
improvements.

7.9   Working with communities
The Society should work not only with individuals in need but also with families and 
communities. It can help an excluded or deprived local community to develop a sense of 
responsibility and solidarity which leads it to improve its economic, social or environmental 
well-being, always retaining the personal contact of members with those who suffer.



Why Take Social Justice Positions?

“Consequently, no one can demand that religion should be 
relegated to the inner sanctum of personal life, without 
influence on societal and national life, without concern for 
the soundness of civil institutions, without a right to offer an 
opinion on events affecting society….An authentic faith –
which is never comfortable or completely personal – always 
involves a deep desire to change the world, to transmit 
values, to leave this earth somehow better than we found 
it….If indeed “the just ordering of society and of the state is a 
central responsibility of politics,” the Church “cannot and 
must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice.”

Pope Francis – Joy of the Gospel

“At its fullest, politics is the prudential struggle to creatively and doggedly enact 
moral principles in public life.” 
-- From Voting and Holiness – The Disappearing Common Good as a Challenge to Catholic Participation in Public Life: The Need 

for Catholicity and Prudence, Vincent J. Miller 



“In our daily work as Vincentians, we 
actively respond to the Cry of the Poor 
in our communities… Pope Francis 
points out that the Cry of the Poor and 
the Cry of the Earth are intimately 
connected. You cannot respond to one 
without also responding to the other. 
Environmental degradation by 
pollution and the effects of climate 
change have the most dire 
consequences on those living in 
poverty.“

The Statement’s Opening Message 

from the 

Three SVdP Society Presidents



The Ecology of Daily Life 
for the Poor 

 Disproportionate Exposure to Air 
and Water Pollution

 Environmental Health Risks Abound

 Run-down, unsanitary housing

 Neighborhood landscapes full of 
filth, decay, disrepair, noise and 
congestion

 Lack of well-designed and 
maintained public spaces and 
recreational areas

 Inadequate and dilapidated public 
transportation



Two Types of Disproportionality:

1. Polluter Disproportionality

2. Exposure Disproportionality 

Overburdened Communities:
Ones Experiencing Disproportionality and Vulnerability Arising From:

 Environmental hazards

 Accumulation of negative or lack of positive environmental, health, 
economic or social conditions

 Lack of opportunity for public participation 

From the Environmental Protection Agency’s “Environmental Justice Strategic Plan for 2016-2020” & “Linking 
'toxic outliers' to environmental justice communities” academic paper

Disproportionality and Overburdenened
Concepts

Double 
Disproportionality

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-05/documents/052216_ej_2020_strategic_plan_final_0.pdf
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/11/1/015004


The Disproportionate Impact
Documented and Observed

From “Linking 'toxic outliers' to environmental justice communities”
Mary B Collins, Ian Munoz and Joseph JaJa
Environmental Research Letters 2016

http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/11/1/015004


Conclusion (from the Abstract):
In an analysis of all permitted industrial facilities across 

the United States, we show that there exists a class of 

hyper-polluters—the worst-of-the-worst—that 

disproportionately expose communities of color and low 

income populations to chemical releases.

The Disproportionate Impact
Documented and Observed

From “Linking 'toxic outliers' to environmental justice communities”
Mary B Collins, Ian Munoz and Joseph JaJa
Environmental Research Letters 2016

http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/11/1/015004


 Polluters are likely to disproportionately impact poor and non-white communities

 This disproportionality is even more pronounced when looking at smaller group 
of facilities (the 10% of polluting facilities that generate 90% of the exposure) 

 Different study in 2011 found that of the 100 worst polluters, the top ten 
imposed disproportionate impacts on disadvantaged communities. Minorities 
living in communities surrounding these ten polluters were bearing more than 
half of the human health risk generated in the region. 

 Drinking Water Pollution  -- the Flint, Michigan Story – 42% of the population 
lives below the poverty line and more than 50% are African American

The Disproportionate Impact
Documented and Observed



Water Pollution  
 The Flint, Michigan Story –

• 42% of the population lives below the poverty line
• More 50% are African American 

The Disproportionate Impact
Documented and Observed

Even as the quality of available water is constantly 
diminishing, in some places there is a growing tendency, 
despite its scarcity, to privatize this resource, turning it into 
a commodity subject to the laws of the market. Yet access 
to safe drinkable water is a basic and universal human 
right, since it is essential to human survival and, as such, is 
a condition for the exercise of other human rights. Our 
world has a grave social debt towards the poor who lack 
access to drinking water, because they are denied the right 
to a life consistent with their inalienable dignity.
(Paragraph 30 of Laudato Si’)



Poor Air Quality  
– from the American Lung Association
“The burden of air pollution is not evenly shared.  Poorer people, and some 
racial and ethnic groups, are among those who often face higher exposure to 
pollutants and who may experience greater responses to such pollution.” 

Lead Poisoning 
– often found in dwellings owned or rented by those with low 
incomes

Waste Sites

The Disproportionate Impact
Documented and Observed



The Statement’s 
Key Principles

 A moral right exists for affordable clean water, 
healthy non-contaminated food, and safe, 
sanitary shelter free from environmental 
hazards.

 Most economically vulnerable communities are 
inordinately susceptible to the negative effects 
of climate change and environmental 
degradation, and thus worthy of special 
attention and protection. 

 Environmental stewardship and justice are   
important concepts in closing the growing gap 
between the rich and the poor.

 Inaction is not an option. 



The Statement’s 
“What Can Be Done”

 Hold Our Three Nations – USA, Mexico and Canada –
Accountable to the 2015 Paris Agreement

 Acknowledge a Collective Responsibility to Bear the 
Cost of Fighting Climate Change

 Demand Responsive Government Policy at all Levels –
international, National, Regional, Local

 Join Like-Minded Faith and Community Groups

 As Advocates, Be Informed on the Intersection of 
Religion, Science and Public Policy

 As Individuals, Practice Lifestyles in Harmony with the 
Environment



Catholic Social Thought Tradition
Relevant Foundational Principles of Catholic Social Teaching

from

Serving in Hope
Module IV of Our Vincentian Mission Formation Guide

Society of the St. Vincent de Paul Council of the United States

5. The Principle of Preferential Protection for the Poor
We believe that we touch Christ when we touch the needy.  The Church teaches that we will be judged by 
what we choose to do or not to do in regard to the hungry, the thirsty, the sick, the homeless, the prisoner.  



Catholic Social Thought Tradition

Relevant Foundational Principles of Catholic Social Teaching
from

Serving in Hope
Module IV of Our Vincentian Mission Formation Guide

Society of the St. Vincent de Paul Council of the United States

7. The Principle of Stewardship
The Catholic tradition insists that we show respect for our Creator by 
our stewardship of Creation.  Our tradition is calling us to a sense of 
moral responsibility for the protection of the environment.

April 22



Catholic Social Thought Tradition
Relevant Foundational Principles of Catholic Social Teaching

from

Serving in Hope
Module IV of Our Vincentian Mission Formation Guide

Society of the St. Vincent de Paul Council of the United States

10. The Principle of the Common Good
Today, in an age of global independence, the principle of the common good points to the need for 
international structures that can promote the just development of persons and families across 
regional and national lines.

“An integral ecology is inseparable from the notion of the common 
good, a central and unifying principle of social ethics. The common 
good is “the sum of those conditions of social life which allow social 
groups and their individual members relatively thorough and ready 
access to their own fulfilment”.

Pope Francis in Laudato Si” (Par. 156) quoting the Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World (1965, 
Second Vatican Council, Gaudium Et Spes)



Faith and Science Responses
to Storms, Wildfires, and Climate Change

From
Catholic Climate Covenant  

Webinar 
Nov. 3, 2017

Elizabeth Disco-Shearer, 

CEO Disaster Services Corp, 

Saint Vincent DePaul-USA

View the Webinar at the Catholic Climate Website:
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/resource/faith-and-science-responses-to-storms-wildfires-and-climate-change



The Science Perspective
Three Key Points:
 Climate Change and Global Warming is Occurring and Accelerating. 

 Its Cause – Natural or Man-made – is Incidental to our Social Justice Call to 
Mitigate Its Effects

 Its Extent is also Incidental to our Social Justice Call to Mitigate its Effects

From the Voice of the Poor Frequently Asked Questions Supplement to the Position Statement

2.     IT SEEMS THAT SO MUCH OF THE SCIENCE IS IN DISPUTE.  WHAT IS THE TRUTH?

While there is an abundance of research which documents changes to greenhouse 
gases, temperature, and subsequent sea level rise, there are many strongly held, but 
seemingly opposing, views of the causes.  Our position, offered in this paper, is not to 
delve into this debate about whether these changes are manmade or cyclical.  It is 
simply to remind ourselves, and other faith organizations, that there are things that we 
can do to lessen the impact those conditions have on poor and vulnerable people and 
families.



Science and Other Resource Perspectives

For Those Who Want to Delve More Deeply
Two Other Documents Available from the Voice of the Poor

6 pages of Talking Points with Citations 4 pages of Resources with Citations



Open Discussion

Questions, Comments, Etc.

Thank You!

Peace and Blessings.


