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Opening Prayer

Let us learn, first of all, to defend
our belief without hating our
adversaries, to appreciate those
who do not think as we do, to
recognize that there are Christians
In every camp, and that God can be
served now as always!
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Let us complain less of our times
and more of ourselves.

Let us not be discouraged, let us be
better.

Frédéric Ozanam
Baunard Correspondence, p.304
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Agenda

AQOpening Prayer

ACivilize It! Campaign

ANational SVDP Voice of the Poor Resources
AState/Diocesan Representatives
APosition Paper Updates
ANational Tool Kit
AThird Thursday Webinars

AClosing Prayer
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the General Assembly of the

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
December 14, 1848

Gentlemen,

when the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul began, in 1833, political groups
were as present as today, armed as
today, irreconcilable as today.

It was the need to be united in the
midst of a divided people that
forged our first bonds. Is this need
not more urgent than ever?




But we profess to believe that the
science of welfare reform is learned
less in books and parliamentary
debates, than by climbing up the
floors of the poor man's house, by
sitting at his bedside, by suffering
the same cold as him, and by
drawing out the secret of his
desolate heart through the
outpouring of a friendly
conversation.

Frédéric Ozanam
Paris, France, December 14, 1848




CIVILIZE IT
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DIGNITY BEYOND THE DEBATE
2020

PROMOTE CIVILITY,

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBORS,
AND BUILD COMMUNITY
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The world has grown cold,
it is for us Catholics to rekindle the vital fire

which has been extinguished.
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As Catholics, we have a long tradition of engagement in the political
process as a means of putting our faith into action. We are called to
bring the best of ourselves and our faith to the public squaard yet
today, many shy away from such involvement because our national and

local conversations are filled with vitriol and harsh language, often
directed at people themselves.
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The Greatest Commandment

Therewasa scholarof the law who stood up to test him and
said,0 4 A A Aot doto inheriteternall E £A e 06

Jesussaidto him, O 7 E i& written in the law? How do you
readE Oe 0

He saidin reply, O 9 Tsi@lllove the Lord, your God, with all
your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and
with all your mind, andyourneighborasyourselfo

Herepliedto him, O 9 ih&yeansweredcorrectly; do this and
youwill live.o

~Lukel(:25-28




Civil Dialogue

A response to Jesuso0O call
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AParable of the Good Samaritan

AVincentians see people experiencing povertyor
EIi i Al AOOT AOO AO Ol AECEAT OO
A Do we see our neighbor in the person who disagrees
with us?

AWhen personal attacks replace honest debate, no one
wins.

AWe need good, honest, civil dialogue.




Labels and Dividing Lines

Hello

my name is ¢ my name is




Labels and Dividing Lines

Hello

my name is




Socialist Supporter

Conservative Democral




Tell us what you really think

Pick one name tag, a person with whom you are least

likely to agree. Try to picture a real person who you
think would wear that name badge.

Exercise:

1. Write 3statements that you have said, thought, or
heard about this person.

Reflect:Are the statements you wrote mostly about the
iIndividual or your perception of her/his views, beliefs, ideas?




Tell us what you really think

Pick one name tag, a person with whom you are least
likely to agree. Try to picture a real person who you
think would wear that name badge.

Exercise:

1. Write 3statements that you have said, thought, or
heard about this person.

Reflect:Are the statements you wrote mostly about the
iIndividual or your perception of her/his views, beliefs, ideas?

2. Write 2 positive things about this person.

3. Write 1thing you may be able to learn from this
person.




Learn to defend your convictions without

hating your adversaries and love those who
think differently from yourselves.
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Civil dialogue is different than remaining silent in the face of
disagreement.

An important ingredient to civil dialogue is commitment to the
truth. We have the responsibility to speak truth with love.

We have an obligation to ensure that we come to conclusions
based on data from credible and reputable sources, and that
care is taken to avoid seeking the truth selectively, that is, only
when it is convenient to us.
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FORMING "&A = FAITHFUL
CONSCIENCES -’ CITIZENSHIP

We must work throughout our lives to form our conscience
through prayer, learning, and conversation.

1. Begin bybeing open to the truth and what is right.
2. Study Sacred Scriptureand theteaching of the Church.

3. Examine the factsandbackground information about
various choices and be discerning in where we gather
Information.

4. Prayerfully reflect to discern the will of God

Conscience is not something that allows us to justify doing
whatever we want, nor is it a mere "feeling" about what we
should or should not do. Rathapnscience is the voice of
God resounding in the human hear8

Source: USCCB. Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. Washington, DC: 2015, no. 17
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Common Civil Dialogue

AParticipants listen in order ~AParticipants listen to_
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data and expose faulty logic Into beliefs and concerns of
In their arguments. the others.

AQuestions are asked from a AQuestions are asked from a
position of certainty. Those™== position of curiosity, to be
guestions are often sure we understand one
rhetorical challenges or another.

disguised statements.
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Tips for Engaging in Civil Dialogue:

1
2
3.
4

Listen first and seek to understand the whole picture.

Ask questions for clarification.
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Listen to what feelings are present and pay attention to how
you respond.
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Opening Prayer

Let us learn, first of all, to defend
our belief without hating our
adversaries, to appreciate those
who do not think as we do, to
recognize that there are Christians
In every camp, and that God can be
served now as always!

Let us complain less of our times
and more of ourselves.

Let us not be discouraged, let us be
better.

Frédéric Ozanam
Baunard Correspondence, p.304
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