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OPENING PRAYER

For all who have contracted coronavirus,

We pray for care and healing.

For those who are particularly vulnerable,

We pray for safety and protection.

For all who experience fear or anxiety,

We pray for peace of mind and spirit.

For affected families who are facing difficult 

decisions between food on the table or public 

safety,

We pray for policies that recognize their

plight.

For those who do not have adequate health 

insurance,

We pray that no family will face financial 

burdens alone.

For those who are afraid to access care due to 

immigration status,

We pray for recognition of the God-given 

dignity of all.

For our brothers and sisters around the world,

We pray for shared solidarity.

For public officials and decisionmakers,

We pray for wisdom and guidance.

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign 

of hope, comfort and love to all.

Grant peace.

Grant comfort.

Grant healing.

Be with us, Lord.

Amen

Covid-19: A Prayer of  Solidarity. United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops: usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/covid-19-prayer-of-solidarity.cfm

http://cms.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/covid-19-prayer-of-solidarity.cfm
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LEGISLATIVE RESPONSES

Coronavirus 
Preparedness and 
Response Supplemental 
Appropriations Act

March 6

Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act (FFCRA)

March 18

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act

March 25

Emergency Coronavirus 
Relief Act (ERCA)

December 31

American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA)

March 11, 2021
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AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN

• Cash Assistance

• Unemployment

• Housing and Homelessness

• Hunger and Nutrition 

• Nonprofit Organizations
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CURRENT SITUATION

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, “Tracking the COVID-19 Recession’s Effects on Food, Housing, and Employment Hardships”, March 15, 2021

https://www.cbpp.org/research/poverty-and-inequality/tracking-the-covid-19-recessions-effects-on-food-housing-and
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CASH ASSISTANCE

ECONOMIC IMPACT PAYMENTS

• Individuals receive $1,400/Married Couples $2,800/ Additional $1,400 per 
child

• Benefits phase down at $75,000 individuals and $150,000 couples

• Benefit will go out as tax rebates and issued through Treasury Department 
direct deposit.

• Mixed Status households (at least one parent and child have SSNs) *can* 
receive EIP.

Resources

➢ IRS Economic Impact Payments home page

➢ ‘Get My Payment’ to check status of payment & method

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/more-details-about-the-third-round-of-economic-impact-payments
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment
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CASH ASSISTANCE

TAX CREDITS
• Child Tax Credit

• Earned income threshold ($2,500) eliminated

• Fully refundable

• Increased to $3,000 for 6-16; $3,600 children under six

❖ Option to receive monthly July-December

• Earned Income Tax Credit

• maximum childless worker benefit increases from approx. $500 to $1,500; expands eligibility to 
19 year-olds and eliminates upper age limit.

• Tax Day is May 17

Resources

➢ IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Finder

https://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/
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CASH ASSISTANCE

EMERGENCY HELP

• $1 billion Pandemic Emergency Fund

• Support families with the lowest incomes by providing “non-recurrent, short-

term benefits” 

• Up to four months

• Address a specific crisis situation or episode
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UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE

• Additional 25 weeks of pandemic-related unemployment benefits, through 

September 6

• Extends federal $300/week enhancement

• Extend maximum duration to 79 weeks 

Resources

➢ Find your state’s unemployment benefits

https://www.careeronestop.org/LocalHelp/UnemploymentBenefits/find-unemployment-benefits.aspx
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HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

• $21.6 billion Emergency Rental Assistance—in addition to $25 billion 
(ERCA)

• $5 billion Emergency Housing Vouchers 

• $5 billion HOME program flexible funding

Resources

➢Emergency Rental Assistance Program (U.S. Treasury)

➢National Low-Income Housing Coalition Assistance Map and 
Database

➢Urban Institute Rent Assistance Prioritization Mapping

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/emergency-rental-assistance-program?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=a889975b10-DHRC-Update-1.6.2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-a889975b10-293340934&ct=t(DHRC-Update-1.6.2021)
https://nlihc.org/rental-assistance
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hLfybfo9NydIptQu5wghUpKXecimh3gaoqT7LU1JGc8/edit#gid=79194074
https://www.urban.org/features/where-prioritize-emergency-rental-assistance-keep-renters-their-homes
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HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

• Eviction Moratorium: still in effect until March 31

Resources

➢Eviction Moratorium FAQ and sample declaration

➢Find your Continuum of Care

https://nlihc.org/national-eviction-moratorium
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/coc/
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HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

UTILITIES

• $4.5 billion for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP) to help households with utility assistance

• $500 million for low-income households with excessive water and 

wastewater bills/ arrearages

Resources

➢ Find your local LIHEAP program here

https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/db/index.php
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HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

NON-CONGREGATE SHELTER

• The Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) provides funding 
to state and local governments for costs related to emergency sheltering. 
State/local government entity can then contract with nonprofit organizations to 
provide services.

• During pandemic, FEMA will reimburse 100% of the costs associated with 
housing/sheltering solutions such as hotels, motels, dorms, etc.

• Must be pursuant to a declared public health emergency.

Resources

➢ FEMA Non-Congregate Sheltering Guidance (technical)

➢ Find your State Emergency Management Agency

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_non-congregate-sheltering-during-the-covid-19-phe-v3_policy_1-29-2021_0.pdf
https://www.usa.gov/state-emergency-management
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HUNGER & NUTRITION

• Extended 15% increase in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefit 
through September 30.

• $490 million to increase Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) fresh fruits and vegetables 
voucher

• Expanded the Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) program to provide direct 
benefits to households with children that have been unable to access free school lunches.

• $1 billion for food assistance to Puerto Rico and other territories

❖ Administratively, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) extended waivers that allow 
children to continue receiving summer meals.

Resources

➢ USDA “Meals for Kids” Food Finder

➢ Feeding America

https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
https://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank
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HEALTH CARE

• Affordable Care Act Exchanges

In 2021-22, the bill provided health insurance subsidies to individuals 

who don't currently qualify because their income is too high, and it 

increases subsidies for many individuals who already qualify.

• COBRA

Federal government pays 100% of premiums through September 30, 

2021 
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NONPROFIT OPERATIONS

PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM

• Additional $7.5 billion for Paycheck Protection Program; expands 
eligibility 

• Forgivable when certain criteria are met

• Deadline is still March 31, 2021, unless Congress extends

Resources

➢ Small Business Administration PPP Page

➢ SBA Lender Matching Program

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/lender-match
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NONPROFIT OPERATIONS

DISASTER LOANS

$15 billion additional funding for SBA Targeted Economic Impact 

Disaster Loan (EIDL) Advance program 

• Forgivable grants up to $10,000 for nonprofits serving hardest hit 

low-income communities

Resources

➢ EIDL Advance eligibility and FAQ

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/covid-19-economic-injury-disaster-loans#section-header-6
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NONPROFIT OPERATIONS

TAX PROVISIONS

• Employee Retention Tax Credit extended through December 31, 2021

• Refundable paid sick and family leave payroll tax credits extended through 
September 30, 2021 (FFCRA)

• Federal support to cover 50% (until March 31) and 75% (April 1-September 
6) of the costs of unemployment benefits for self-insured organizations 
(FFCRA, CARES) 

Resources

➢ "Nonprofits, Don’t Overlook Your Potential Refund Under the Employee 
Retention Tax Credit“

➢ National Council of Nonprofits

https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/thought-leadership/nonprofits-don-t-overlook-your-potential-refund-under-the-employee-retention-tax
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/trends-policy-issues/the-american-rescue-plan-act
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STAY ACTIVE AND STAY TUNED!

votervoice.net/SVDPUSA/home

https://votervoice.net/SVDPUSA/home
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STAY ACTIVE AND STAY TUNED!

Poverty in America and Our Communities:

Using Census Data to Serve and Advocate More Effectively

Thursday, April 15 at 3:00 PM ET

Register Here!

Tom Mulloy: tmulloy@svdpusa.org

svdpusa.org/members/Programs-Tools/Programs/Voice-of-the-Poor/What-Has-Been-Accomplished

https://bit.ly/vopapril
mailto:tmulloy@svdpusa.org
http://www.svdpusa.org/members/Programs-Tools/Programs/Voice-of-the-Poor/What-Has-Been-Accomplished

