


Opening Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, Come 

We long for your shalom — for the healing, wholeness, and 
restoration of your people and your world. We long to know your 
abundance and your peace. 

Yet many of us participate and uphold the systems of evil, 
injustice, and oppression that are established to privilege some 
and hinder the breath of others. 

These systems are unveiled and exposed in this season… 

…whether it is in the rampant spread of COVID-19 that has stolen 
the breath of life from more than 100,000 people, 
disproportionately people of color, 

…or hospitals discounting COVID-19 symptoms in African 
Americans, who are denied testing and proper treatment until 
after it is too late and they take their last breath, 

…or a police officer using excessive force, while ignoring George 
Floyd’s pleas for his life until he could breathe no more, 

There are so many names to recount whose lives were lost 
unjustly. 

Breathe on us, Holy Spirit 

may the fire of righteous indignation burn in our hearts so that 
we might be refined, transformed, and renewed by its flame 
each day. 

Breathe on us, Holy Spirit 

so that we might be emboldened to interrupt the sinful systems 
of evil, injustice, and oppression all around us. That we might 
root it out of ourselves and our laws and our institutions. 

Breathe on us, Holy Spirit 

so that we might be agents of your shalom. 

Come Holy Spirit, Come. Amen.



The Racial Wealth Gap
LEARNING SIMULATION



Today’s roadmap!

•Who is Bread for the World?

•Scope of Hunger and Poverty in America

•Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation!

•Q&A



Who is Bread for the World

Bread for the World is a
collective Christian voice urging 
elected officials on Capitol Hill and 
in the Administration to end hunger 
and poverty at home and around 
the world. By changing policies, 
programs, and conditions that allow 
hunger and poverty to persist, we 
can see an end to hunger in our 
lifetime. 



Opening Activity: What is Racial Equity? 

In the same way, when we think about 

racial equity, we need to think about 

targeted approaches that account for:

1. Historical trauma

2.   The 4 forms of racism

3. The barriers that disproportionately 

hurt people of color, by race & ethnicity.



What’s the Scope?

Today, more than 37.2 million Americans face hunger. 

Over 38 million people live below the poverty line.



What’s the Scope?

Today, more than 37.2 million Americans face hunger. 

Over 38 million people live below the poverty line.

½ of American households 
would face poverty if they lost a 
job or fell sick.

50% 
Of Americans could 

become poor!



What’s the Scope?

Communities of color are more likely to face all three!

• They are 2X as likely to:

• Experience hunger

• Live below the poverty line

• Be one pay check away from becoming poor



What’s the Scope?

BUT WHY??????



Why this Simulation?

Wealth • Without wealth, you are more likely to 
become poor 

Income and 
Poverty

• When you are poor, you are more 
likely to experience hunger 

Hunger 



Simulation Goals!

Gain a better understanding of the racial wealth, income and 
hunger gap, so that we can…..

 Understand the structural issues that contribute to the wealth and income 
gaps. 

 Understand why equitable solutions are critical to addressing the wealth, 
income, and hunger gaps. 

 Get familiar with a tool to help further the conversation within your 
community
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The Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation

INSTRUCTIONS
In a smaller setting, we would divide into teams of 4 - 8 participants. Each team would receive 
an envelope and each person blindly selects a card from it. Half of the participants will receive 
“white participant” cards and other half will receive “black participant” cards. In cases where 
this is possible, please trade cards so that each player has a participant card different from his 
or her own racial identity.

In our setting, if you selected group 1, please follow the instructions in the simulation for a Black 
participant card. If you are in group 2, please follow the instructions for a White participant card



The Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation

Group 1 Group 2



The Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation

INSTRUCTIONS
There are three action cards (“money,” “land,” and “opportunity lost”) and thirteen policy cards. 
In small groups, starting with a “white participant,” you would take turns picking up a policy 
card, reading the card to the group, and then reading the action(s) on the card for players to 
carry out. The person reading should pause so that everyone can carry out their action(s). 
Everyone will gain or lose one, two, or all three cards in each round.  

In our context, I will display the text of each card on the screen and read it out loud. You will 
enter the number of land, money, and lost opportunity cards you gain or lose in each row of 
your tally sheet. At the end you will add up the number of money, land, & opportunity lost cards 
you have!



The Racial Wealth Gap
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How many money cards did 
everyone end up with?
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How many money cards did 
everyone end up with?



The Racial Wealth Gap

How much land did everyone end 
up with?
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The Racial Wealth Gap

How much money did everyone end 
up with?



The Racial Wealth Gap



The Racial Wealth Gap

How many lost opportunities did 
everyone end up with?



The Racial Wealth Gap



The Racial Wealth Gap!
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Racial Wealth Gap!
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Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation

1. What did you learn that you didn’t know before?

2. What trends did you see in this simulation?

3. How do you see the racial wealth and income divides play out in your own 
communities?

4. How does this impact your work to end hunger/poverty or engage in other work in 
your community?

5. What did you learn about the importance of racial equity?

6. How can you incorporate a racial equity lens into your daily work, life, worship, 
policies, practices, advocacy, etc.?



Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation

Want to access the simulation? 
Go to bread.org/simulation

Want to access to more on racial equity? 
Go to bread.org/racialequity

Let’s stay in contact! Feel free to email at mgamblin@bread.org



Next Steps 

Session 3: Transforming Our Concern Into Action

Wednesday, June 24 4:00/3:00 CT

Pamela Matambanadzo: vop@svdpchicago.org

Chair, African American Task Force

Jack Murphy: jack.murphy@att.net

Chair, Voice of the Poor Committee

mailto:vop@svdpchicago.org
mailto:jack.murphy@att.net


Closing Prayer

God of Heaven and Earth, you created the one human family and endowed each
person with great dignity.

Aid us, we pray, in overcoming the sin of racism. Grant us your grace in
eliminating this blight from our hearts, our communities, our social and civil
institutions.

Fill our hearts with love for you and our neighbor so that we may work with you in
healing our land from racial injustice.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.


